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Tools For Tomorrow provides on-site, integrated, hands-on arts literacy programs to at risk children at no cost 
to the children. The program is designed to supplement the children’s daily educational experience, nurture their  

creativity, enhance their self-esteem, build character, expand their intellectual and cultural horizons, providing  
them with a coping mechanism for the future and a vision of what their lives can become.

Free, after-school arts literacy programs integrating creative writing, art, music, and drama  
for children grades three through five in elementary schools throughout the Coachella Valley

SUSAN STEIN TO HOST 2020 VISION FOR THE FUTURE EVENT
Susan Stein Fashion Director/Scene Editor of Palm Springs Life  
Magazine and Creative Director/Producer Fashion Week El Paseo, will 
be hosting Fabulous Fashion & Song of the Silver Screen. Owner of  
SusanSteinStyle, a personal style, lecture, and event production  
company, Susan brings her love of fashion and support of Tools For 
Tomorrow to this encore performance of “Hollywood Revisited.” New 
dances, songs and vintage costumes, from the golden age of movies.
          Once again the talented actress and author, Joyce Bulifant, has 
generously agreed to produce and direct a  

performance by the Tools For Tomorrow children. 
           The iconic Phyllis Eisenberg will serve as Honorary Chair. Phyllis 
was the VISIONARIES first honoree and continues to be an avid member 
and supporter  of their mission to reach, teach and inspire the children  
of our valley through the Tools For Tomorrow program.
            A special evening of food, fashion and fine wines, Wednesday, February 26th, at 
6:00 pm. Once again on the Eisenhower Health Campus at the Helene Galen Theatre. 

TFT SELECTED BENEFICIARY OF LA QUINTA ART CELEBRATION
March 5-8, 2020, La Quinta Civic Center Campus, 78495 Calle Tampico, La Quinta

        Art show promoter Paul Anderson has teamed up with 
  Kathleen  (Kat) Hughes, former Event Manager of the La Quinta
  Arts Festival, to produce what will become one of the top fine
  art shows in the country.  Art patrons will celebrate the virtuoso
   talents of 220 of the finest national, and international artists.

        Anderson designated Tools For Tomorrow as the local nonprofit to benefit from  
proceeds of the event. Funds will be channeled back into the Coachella Valley  
community through TFT’s after school integrated arts literacy programs.

The VISIONARIES of Tools For Tomorrow are looking forward to volunteering at the event. 
For more information on volunteering at the La Quinta Art Celebration 

email:  Debby Nelson at debby4art@gmail.com

IDYLLWILD ARTS AWARDS SUMMER 
SCHOLARSHIPS  -   TFT thanks the   
Academy for once again awarding  summer 
scholorships to deserving TFT students.  

Benni  Rimada Kyra Bufanda Jack Graves
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TFT BUDGET ALLOCATION

A REPORT FROM THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

TFT Program - 86%
Overhead - 14%

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
We applaud the summer work being 
done by the Tools For Tomorrow staff  
and board members who have been 
preparing for the upcoming school year. 
Please give them a helping hand by 
increasing your donations and helping 
them find new supporters and classroom 
volunteers. Thanks to all of you, TFT  

continues to provide the best possible 
literacy enrichment and mind expanding experience for its 
Coachella Valley children.     Jim Reed

We often say that Tools For Tomorrow 
is different from other programs in the 
Coachella Valley but what makes it so 
different?  The answer is OUR TEACHERS.  
Each of them has a talent for working 
with children just like other teachers in 
after school programs.  But the  
difference is that each of them is a 

TEACHING ARTIST.  Each of our teachers is 
a “practicing, professional” and has a demonstrated talent 
in the arts.  Some are musicians, some are artists, some are 
writers, some are performers.  They are also able to provide 
a tangible link between the creative process in their craft 
and arts-based learning.  They communicate the love of 
their craft with the students and provide a one-of-a-kind 
educational experience.  How fortunate our students are  
to be inspired and show their own talents with  
TEACHING ARTISTS in the classroom.   Tim Martin

Greetings to all of our wonderful friends 
and supporters! Without your involve-
ment we could not fulfill our goal of 
providing great arts education for the 
worthy students of the Coachella Valley.
When I say ‘worthy,’ I am truly understat-
ing the quality of the students of our 

community. Despite the challenges of 
today’s complex world, I am continually impressed by the 
students throughout all three districts we are privileged 
to serve. Our young people of today are sincere, compas-
sionate, and supportive of each other. We are lucky to have 
them. That makes it even more imperative that we as edu-
cators do our best to give these kids every tool they need 
to succeed.
       I am pleased to report that we have hired some excel-
lent and dedicated teachers in the last two years. All of our 
staff  but one, are returning, which provides needed stabil-
ity. Our replacement teacher, Ron Slanina, is an experi-
enced theater artist and educator. Ron will help coordinate 
our two programs at Rancho Mirage Elementary, working 
together with Theater Director Gilmore Rizzo. He brings a 
sense of enthusiasm that I am very excited about. The two 
theater specialty classes added in 2018 continue to thrive. I 
hope more of our supporters will get a chance to see these 
kids in action. They are wonderful! 
      With the help of recent grants from BIGHORN Cares and 
The Anderson Children’s Foundation, we are solidifying 
our presence in two schools in the Coachella Valley Unified 
School District. While turnover at both schools delayed the 
start of these classes, I am happy to report that we now 
have stable programs at both Palm View and Peter  
Pendleton Elementary Schools. This expansion into a 
district where more arts education is sorely needed has 
fulfilled one of my main goals upon becoming Program  
Director. With the continued support from our generous 
community, it is my hope we will bring our programs to 
many more of these underserved schools.        David Hirsch

Timothy Martin

Jim Reed

David Hirsch

Bob Hopkins, for 12 years CFO of 
Tools For Tomorrow, and his wife 
Anne, on the VISIONARIES Board, 
have left the valley to be nearer to 
their family in  Cincinnati.
      The Hopkins dedication and 
love of TFT has played an  
important part in it’s success.

BOB AND ANNE HOPKINS RETIRE



    visit us online at www.toolsfortomorrow.org      3       

ARTISTS & WRITERS GALLERY
Fall 2019Teacher: Sallé Kirby

Sallé Kirby brings joy, imagination and artistry to her students, making her one of the most 
beloved teachers in the Tools For Tomorrow spectrum. A professional artist, skilled in many 
media, Sallé has exhibited throughout Southern California, and been featured in numerous 
local magazines and newspapers.
       Sallé  gives art exhibits of the children’s work, inviting parents to attend and takes videos 
of the children reading their work.  Sallé says,  “Tools For Tomorrow is in line with my goals, 
philosophy and interest when giving back to my community. I love experiencing the joy in a 
child’s face when he, or she, is creating and discovering new abilities.”

Sallé Kirby

Devon G. - 3rd Grade

Hesau R. - 3rd Grade

Benni R. - 4th Grade Brandon B. - 4th Grade

Jada F. - 4th GradeKayani R. - 4th Grade Angel R. - 3rd GradeT E A C H E R  F E A T U R E

Assignment: Students drew a contour line of their faces, enhanced with oil 
pastels. They mixied pigments using only the primary colors.  They wrote 
summer memories from their childhood and had an art exhibit.

Parents invited to a TFT class and art exhibit “Summer is hot
  a lot
  But I get cool
  in a pool”

“One thing I like about summer is  
  getting ice cream and popsicles. 
  Another thing I like about summer is  
  to visit my family.”
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VISIONARY President’s Letter 

Six years ago I joined the Board of the 
VISIONARIES of Tools for Tomorrow 
because of my love of volunteering and 
interacting with children of all ages. Now 
in my new capacity as President, I get to 
do both! I am so fortunate and thankful 
to have the support of a talented and 

accomplished group of women on this Board. 
 Together with all the VISIONARIES we can reach 
our goals: to continue to grow as an organization (join the 
VISIONARIES), expand our program to reach more children, 
volunteer in the classroom, participate in fundraising efforts 
by serving on a committee and/or sponsor an event and 
create awareness of the Tools For Tomorrow program. We 
encourage you to get involved and welcome your ideas.            
       We are thrilled about the new events we are planning. To 
begin with, be our guest at our November 3rd Member  
Appreciation Party; please bring a friend. And be sure to mark 
your calendar for February 26th, our “Fabulous Fashion and 
Song from the Silver Screen” is back by popular demand 
– featuring a new theme and different costumes. We look 
forward to a fun evening, including a children’s program 
under the direction of Joyce Bulifant and a Q & A session with 
special guest, Susan Stein, as host. More information will be 
forthcoming.                                                                                                                       
       I’m honored to represent the VISIONARIES on the Tools 
For Tomorrow Board of Directors, and to have the pleasure 
of partnering with our Operations Manager, Andrea Hecht; 
Administrative Assistant, Carol Curie; and Program Director, 
David Hirsch.       
      Thank you for your continued and generous support.                                                     
   

GOLDEN AGE OF HOLLYWOOD
Honoring Lucie Arnaz

VISIONARIES . . . 

Irma Smith
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CINCO DE MAYO FIESTA

STUDENT ART EXHIBIT AT FERGUSON’S GALLERY

NINA McLEMORE FASHIONS AT MELISSA MORGAN FINE ART

John Alexander and his Ferguson’s Frame & Gallery team hosted “LOOKING TO THE FUTURE – An Exhibition of 
Children’s Art” in an exquisite evening that included wine and hors d’oeuvres.  In addition to the children’s 
art (framed beautifully by the gallery) the exhibition included art from the estate of Lynne Mapp Drexler and 
Ferguson’s talented stable of artists.   



 Tools For Tomorrow gratefully acknowledges the following foundations 
and community organizations for their generous support:
AmazonSmile Foundation
The Auen Foundation
Bank of Southern California
BIGHORN Golf Club Charities
Bob’s Discount Furniture
Bryant Family Foundaiton
Cathedral City
City of Indio
City of Palm Desert
City of Rancho Mirage
The Coeta & Donald Barker Foundation
Desert Classic Charities
Desert Horizons Country Club
Desert Sands Unified School District
DJM and CMJR Charitable Foundation
Ferguson Frame and Gallery
Highland Street Foundation – JoAnn McGrath
Ironwood Country Club Artists of Ironwood
Jewish Family Service of the Desert
McCallum Theatre
The Nest
Newman’s Own Foundation - Patty & Arthur Newman
Pacific Western Bank
Ralphs Community Rewards/Kroger Co.
Spencer’s Restaurant
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SNIPS & SNAILS

Media Support:
Joey English, Radio
Betty Francis, The Desert Sun  
Trudy Tedder and Joanne Hardy, The Desert Sun  
Susan Stein, Palm Springs Life
Emily Chavous, Palm Springs Life
Pat Krause, Desert Star Weekly
Steve Tolin, Desert Charities Publishing
Frances Allen, Beverly Hills Courier
Bob Bogard and Tim O’Bayley,  
    Community Events Calendar
Patrick Evans, KESQ TV
Javier Cabrera, KESQ TV
Photographers:  
Lani Garfield, lanigarfield@mac.com (760.567.6396)
Jasmine Forman, VISIONARIES Member
Tony Mataras, Ferguson’s Frame & Gallery
John Antonio, official VISIONARIES photographer
In Kind Services:
Mitre & Bevel Framing, Palm Springs (760.202.2333)
Jack Farley’s Art Supplies, Palm Springs (760.424.8438)
Bob Smith, MSA Consulting
Nina McLemore, Ady Cazarez (760.837.3886)
Melissa Morgan Fine Art 
73-660 El Paseo, Palm Desert (760.341.1056)
Ferguson’s Frame and Gallery 
44-853 Portola Ave, Palm Desert (760.340.5474)
Old Town Artisan Studio, La Quinta 
The Golden Age of Hollywood -  
2019 Vision for the Future Award Event 
Ann Ventura and Marty Maffiolo, Eisenhower Health Foundation
Suzanne Carlson and Aaron Green, Eisenhower Health
Jaci Davis, Music Director
David Hirsch, Program Director
Gilmore Rizzo, Teaching Artist - Theatre Troupe
CJ Westrick-Bomar, Video of Lucie Arnaz
Rachel Druten, Invitation Sketch
LuLu’s Catering
Karen and Tony Barone, Vision Award Statue
Don Hill, UCI Drama Dept, Consultation
Anna and Francesca Knall, Hollywood Revisited Dressers
www.voguetreats.com
Fashion Boutique
Aniko Designs • Classy Bag Lady • Lanivich Designs • Hippy Sisters •
Julie Feldman Designs • Shirley’s Boutique • de la Croce Jewelry 
Raffle Prizes
Castelli’s
Catalan Mediterranean Cuisine 
Jake Turner Beauty Salon
Justin - Eat & Drink
Kaiser Family Restaurants
Kimpton Rowan Palm Springs Hotel
Barbara & Larry Klein
Le Donne Cucina Italiana

We are grateful to the following:

BEHIND THE SCENES

GRANTS & GIFTS 2018-2019

Madame Smith Kitchen 
Mario’s Italian Café 
McCallum Theatre
Michael Childers
Nina McLemore
Ristorante Mamma Gina 
Savory Spice Shop
Total Wine & More

Cinco De Mayo Fiesta
Maricruz “Cruzie” Rangel, Singer 
Maleyna Gregorio, Singer 
Kayley Serrano, Singer
Sponsors
Linda Rider
Chris Metz
Rachel Druten
Judy Mathes
Terri Neuman
Ferguson’s Frame & Gallery

IN MEMORY

VISIONARIES volunteers taking a break.

Lawyer, Charles Druten, husband of 
Founder of Tools For Tomorrow, Rachel 
Druten, passed away March 26, 2019. 
Charles was Tools For Tomorrow’s first 
attorney and drew up the documents for 
nonprofit status.

Barbara Keller, beloved philanthropist 
and friend of Tools For Tomorrow  
passed away April 15, 2019. Barbara  
and her husband Jerry were 2017  
Vision for the Future honorees.



Barbara Smith
Dee Somers
Lisa L. Sorenson
Esta Star
Henry Steele
Allan & Jill Steinberg 
Sherry Taylor
Sheryl Tobelmann
Chuck & Vicky Trenkle
Pamela Turner
Melissa Van Ness
Joy Venosa
Lauralee Verderame
Jean Viereck
Myrna Wasserman
Megan Waterhouse
Susan Marie Weber
CJ Westrick-Bomar
Charlene Williamson
Nancy Winton
Jane Woldenberg
Roberta Wolff
Marian Wood
Sandra Woodson 
Karen K. Zaun 
Linda Zirkle

Tools For Tomorrow collaborates with: The Unified School Districts of Palm Springs, Desert Sands, and Coachella,
Palm Springs Art Museum, Idyllwild Arts Academy Summer Program, Old Town Artisan Studio

DONATIONS - 7/2018 - 6/2019      We are grateful to all of the following donors for their generous contibutions.

Please forgive any inaccuracies or omissions. If you let us know they will be corrected in the next newsletter.

IN MEMORY OF
Harvey Barsha
   Louise Escoe
Herb Borovsky
   Louise Escoe
Daryl Timmons Bryant
   Daniel Bryant
Roneet Carmell
   Louise Escoe
Charles Druten
   Judith Antonio
   Marilyn Bergerud
   David Bryant
   Jean Carrus
   Terri Childs
   Marlene Cox
   Charles Druten, Jr.
   Louise Escoe
   Suzanne Fromkin
   Robert Hopkins
   Jennie Inch
   Marilyn Janas
   Andrew Jessup 
   Barbara Klein
   Janice Lyle
   Timothy Martin
   Joyce Mason
   Judy Mathes
   Christine Metz
   Robin Nugent
   Linda Rider
   Martin Serbin
   Irma Smith
   Claire Smith
   C.J. Westrick-Bomar
Teryl Flood
   Barbara Klein
Maynard Merel
   Louise Escoe
Roger Perry
   Judith Antonio
   Alaina Bixon DeMartini
   Jean Carrus

   Marlene Cox
   Louise Escoe
   Suzanne Fromkin
   Barbara Klein
   Christine Metz
   Terri Neuman
   Linda Rider
   Irma Smith

   Claire Smith
   Florence Wolff
Piero Pierttoni
   Louise Escoe
Rennie Tejeda
   Lorne Froats
Richard Victor
   Rachel Druten 
   Renee Glickman
Judy Weingruber
   Louise Escoe

ADOPT - A - SCHOOL  
   ANGEL -  $10,000+
Barbara Arnstein
Ronald and Sherrie Auen

BENEFACTOR - $5,000 to 
   $9,999
David Bryant
Donna MacMillan
JoAnn McGrath
Arthur & Patty Newman
Linda Rider

PATRON - $1,000 to 
   $4,999
John & Judith Antonio
Cooper & Mary Ellen 
   Blanton
Barbara Bryant
Jean Carrus &
   Frank Bellagente
Timothy & Terri Childs
Charles A. Druten
Rachel Druten
Louise Escoe
Michael & Suzanne 
   Fromkin
Janice Lyle
Judy Mathes
Christine Metz & 
   Michael Gennet
Robin & Robert Nugent
Jan Salta
Robert & Irma Smith
Kenneth & JoAnn Wellner
Doug Whalen

IN HONOR OF
Carol Amato
   Louise Escoe
Judith Antonio
   Rachel Druten
Jean Carrus
   Claire Smith
Carol Curie
   Rachel Druten
Rachel Druten
   Barbara  
      Bryant
   Joyce Mason
Louise Escoe
   Lonny Karmin 
   Carol Roff 
   Jane Woldenberg 
Suzanne Fromkin
   Rachel Druten
Andrea Hecht
   Rachel Druten
   Theodore & Kelly  
      Frankiewicz
David Hirsch
   Rachel Druten
Claire Smith
   Rachel Druten
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Star
   Louise Escoe
The Board of Tools For
   Tomorrow
   Rachel Druten

SPONSOR - $500 to $999
Karen & Thomas Ackland
Becky Benaroya
Rich & Judy Billings
Judy Bonnett
Marlene Cox
Phyllis Eisenberg
Diane Fox
Dennis Gilmore
Victory Grund
Craig & Gloria Hammill
Kay Hanson & 
   Michael Davis 
Anne & Bob Hopkins
Jennie Inch
Jim & Stacy Jacob
Andrew & Diane Jessup
Barbara Klein
William Lanese
Doug & Donna Martin
Timothy J. & Loretta Martin
Carolyn Sue Miller
Sarah Milmet
Michael & Terri Neuman
Caroline Peterson
James & Barbara Reed
Bernard Reiter
Claire Smith
Barbara Stern
Clive & Barbara Weightman
Don & Kruse Whitake Jr.
Hugh & Florence Wolff
David Zippel

PARTNER - up to $499
Mary Lou Alfini
Bob Allen
Loni Bader Argovitz
Margaret Barry
Bruce Bartley
Anna Benatar
Sheryl Benoit
June K Benson
Marly Bergerud
Peggy Donohue Berk
Lindi & Geno Biggi
Phoebe Biscow-Brown
Alaina Bixon &  
   David DeMartini
Mitch Blumberg
Daniel W. Bryant
Danny Carretero
Liz Chambers
Karen & Nate Cheney
Carol Churchill
Sandra Comrie
Linda Curran
Joseph D’Antony
Marge Dodge
Susan Duman
Scottie Dunn
Jeff & Slocum Dvorak
Ary Epstein
Madelyn Erickson
Jennifer Fisher
Joel & Sherry Fishman
Beverly Rose Fisker
Mary Fitz
Jasmine Forman 
Theodore & Kelly 
   Frankiewicz
Michelle M Freeman
Ellen Friedman
Lorne and Anne Froats
Bernard & Barbara  
   Fromm
Frank & Alvera Gaeta
Brenda Garber
Betty Gates
Cher & Martin Gellman
Malinda Gilchrist
Renee Glickman
Lucia Grossberger - 
   Morales
Gloria Guttman

Deborah Hansen
Jan & Brian Harnik
David & Carole Hatcher
Fran Hern
Carole Herrera
Patricia Hine
David Hirsch
Joan Hobin
Gayle Hodges
Candace Holzgrafe
Georgia Hosac
Susan K. Hunt
Marilyn Janas
Richard Jennings
Diane Johnson
Lonny Karmin
Lea Karp
Beatrice Keats
Gerald & Barbara Keller
Shirley Ann Kircher
Madlynn Kirkland
Ronald Kramer
Beverley Lawson
Joshua Levin
Bertel Lewis
Andy Linsky
William Logan
Marilyn Lynch
Janet Malek
Eileen (Penny) Mason
Joyce Mason
Phillip S. McBeth
Kim Kristine McFarland
Janet McNeil
Barbara Simpson Meserve
Cary Moore
Lee Morcus
Barbara Morgan
Melissa Morgan
Frances Muir
Mina Narula
Margot Nelligan
Nancy & Charles Nevil
Louise Nussbaum
Rosemary Parr
Pamela M. Praulins
John & Laura Ramsey
Phillip Rangel
Susan Rappaport
Carol Roff
Mary Lynn Rose
Stanley Russell
Jose C. Sanchez
Bev Schow
Martin & Suzanne Serbin
Beatrice Sexton
Anita Sharf
Ann Sheffer
Nan Shipp
Edward & Evelyn Shukur
Nancy Shuma
Virginia K. Simmons

A lesson in textures.
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Designed, written, and edited in-house by volunteers and staff.

! TFT  KIDS NEED YOU !

     SUSTAINABILITY IS CRITICAL
to maintain the program and qualify for grants

If you would like to help underwrite the costs of printing and mailing,  
and be acknowledged in our newsletter call 760.601.3954

SAVE THE DATES

November 3, 2019
Thank You Welcome Back 

VISIONARIES Membership Party
February 26, 2020

Fabulous Fashion and Song 
from the Silver Screen

April 28, 2020
A Conversation on Art, Life and Love

with Karen and Tony Barone

This newsletter is partially underwritten by a contribution from Andrew Jessup.
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Tools For Tomorrow Programs  
are in the following schools:

Cathedral City: 
Rio Vista Elementary School

Coachella: 
Palm View Elementary School 
Peter Pendleton Elementary School

Desert Hot Springs: 
Bella Vista Elementary School 
Bubbling Wells Elementary School 
Two Bunch Palms Elementary School 
Julius Corsini Elementary School

Indio: 
Herbert Hoover Elementary School

La Quinta: 
Harry S. Truman Elementary School

Palm Desert: 
Abraham Lincoln Elementary School 
Ronald Reagan Elementary School

Palm Springs: 
Cahuilla Elementary School 
Vista del Monte Elementary School

Rancho Mirage: 
Rancho Mirage Elementary School

 
Tools For Tomorrow 
42-600 Cook Street #132
Palm Desert, CA 92211

How do we operate?
We employ qualified instructors in writing, art, music and drama  
using a professionally designed curriculum.

Where are classes held?
Classes are held five days a week at individual schools, after regular 
school hours.

What is the cost to each child?
Classes are FREE! All supplies, musical equipment, and snacks are  
provided by Tools For Tomorrow.

Which schools can we serve?
All Coachella Valley elementary schools are eligible. We are currently 
operating programs in Cathedral City, Coachella, Desert Hot Springs,  
Indio, La Quinta, Palm Desert, Palm Springs, and Rancho Mirage.

What are the program costs?
$10,000 supports the full program in a school for one school year.


