
Patrick Evans is News Channel 3’s chief meteorologist and 
host of Eye on the Desert. Patrick gives back tirelessly as a 
current board member of Animal Samaritans, Read with Me,
and Variety, the Children’s Charity of the Desert. 
Previously he has served on the boards of the Desert 
Symphony, the Family YMCA of the Desert, and Loma 
Linda Children’s Hospital Foundation. His philanthropic 
work has earned him a Star on the Palm Springs Walk of Stars, 
an Emmy, and induction into the Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences “Silver Circle”.

For Sponsorship Opportunities, Digital Tribute Ads, or 
Tickets, visit toolsfortomorrow.org or call 760.601.3954
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Tools For Tomorrow student Abi Carter (2010 – Washington Charter School) won our hearts 
when she returned to sing for our virtual gala in 2021 – Keep Their Dreams Alive. Abi also 
performed live at TFT’s 2022 Vision for the Future Award Gala – Musical Extravaganza and 
Christmas in July at The Roost Lounge.

During her hometown visit to Indio, CA, Abi expressed how lucky she was to have been a 
part of the TFT program. “It kind of helped keep me going and keep me thinking creatively 
outside of the classroom, in the real world and in life.” Abi thanked TFT and on behalf of the 
CMA Foundation, ABC and American Idol, presented TFT with $20,000. Funding will be 
used to enhance our music curriculum.

2025 VISION for the FUTURE AWARD GALA
TO HONOR PATRICK EVANS

“American Idol” Abi Carter presents $20,000 check to Tools For Tomorrow

Tools For Tomorrow
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In April, the TFT Board met again to 
update our strategic plan. Thank you to 
Janice Lyle and Robin Nugent for their 
leadership and guidance. We continue 
to work towards the realization of our 
Founder Rachel Druten’s dream, “that 
all elementary school-age children 
have the opportunity to discover and 
develop their unique talents as they 

experience the joys of art, music, theatre and writing in 
an environment that offers not only the experience of 
success, but loving-kindness, sharing and responsibility.”

We expanded our office again to better support our 
programs with more space for trainings, building art kits, 
and hosting meetings. After mentoring TFT teaching 
artists, Noella Lansen joined the Board as Program 
Liaison. We are welcoming new volunteers. And we are so 
thankful for the hard work and dedication that  
Suzanne Fromkin gives to publicizing the work we do.

The highlight of my year was witnessing a dream come 
true for TFT Student Abi Carter when she won  
“American Idol”.

TREASURER REPORT &
TFT BUDGET ALLOCATION

        86% TFT Program           14% Overhead

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

A REPORT FROM OUR PROGRAM DIRECTOR

A REPORT FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Thank you for your ongoing 
support of and dedication to  
Tools For Tomorrow. 

Your commitment to transforming 
children’s lives through the arts is 
why we make a difference in our 
community. We have a deeply 
committed Board of Directors 
and an incredibly cohesive, 

multi-talented Staff. Superb teaching artists and 
volunteers worked tirelessly in the classroom this 
year to serve more than 1,200 children in 27 schools. 
We have started new partnerships with the Boys 
and Girls Clubs in Cathedral City and Palm Springs, 
Hanson House, Olive Crest, Read With Me, and 
more. Our VISIONARIES are a group of dedicated 
supporters and fundraisers. Because of you, we have 
served over 22,000 students since our inception in 
1999 by our founder, Rachel Druten. Your support 
ensures that TFT is strong and solvent. 

Thank you to you, our generous supporters, 
including The Auen Foundation, Anderson 
Children’s Foundation, La Quinta Art Celebration 
(SCOPE Events), David Bryant, BIGHORN Cares, The 
Roost Family Foundation, and the Houston Family 
Foundation. You make it possible for us to work 
every day to Reach, Teach, and Inspire the Children 
of the Coachella Valley.

Tools For Tomorrow continues our 
partnership as an Expanded Learning 
Opportunity Program partner with 
Desert Sands and Palm Springs 
Unified School Districts. We have 
focused our branding as the Creative 
Club from Tools For Tomorrow to 
help students and families better 
understand our program. The Creative 

Club will be at nine Desert Sands schools and fifteen 
Palm Springs schools. In addition, we are excited to offer 
a unique theatre experience in both school districts this 
year. We have a Theatre Troupe at Rio Vista Elementary 
School in the Fall and at Harry S. Truman Elementary 
in the Spring. We have continued and expanded our 
partnership with the Boys & Girls Club of Cathedral City 
with a summer program and now a full-year Creative 
Club. Our teaching artists continue to be engaged, 
innovative, and focused on helping students explore 
their creative potential.

I am so impressed by the energy and caring effort of all 
the staff, volunteers, board members, and VISIONARIES. 
I am proud to be a part of such an amazing team that 
works to bring the arts to children.

Robin Nugent

Emily Culhan

Andrea Hecht

Tools For Tomorrow is in a strong financial position. 
This is a result of grants from generous foundations 
across the valley, our fundraisers, wonderful 
donations from our VISIONAIRES, donors and 
supporters, and recent ELOP service fees. 

Tools For Tomorrow also maintains an investment 
fund started by our Founder, Rachel Druten and her  
family. It is Rachel’s dream that the investment fund 
will one day cover TFT’s adminstrative expenses.

– Chris Metz
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Volunteers for the Creative Club are an important part of 
our success. Volunteers help the teaching artist by working 
one-on-one with students as they create their projects 
and assisting with set-up and clean-up. Volunteers for the 
Theatre Troupe help students embrace acting by learning 
their lines and playing theatre games to develop their focus.  

Classroom volunteers had an orientation and training 
on August 28, 2024, where we got to know each other, 
reviewed program logistics, discussed classroom 
management, talked about working with after-school 
students, and explored art and music supplies.

Volunteers help create a positive environment, encourage 
creativity, and ensure a smooth learning experience. Your 
help in the classroom is appreciated by the children and the 
teaching artists.

VOLUNTEERS IN THE CLASSROOMVOLUNTEERS IN THE CLASSROOM

Mary Liedl
Volunteer of the Year

Sara Waters
Rachel Bryant Druten Founder

Teacher of the Year

Students at Harry S. Truman Elementary School worked 
all year with Kieran Sala, teaching artist, and Deb Seles, 
classroom volunteer, to learn about theatre, acting, 
improv, and teamwork. They staged a production of 
The Steadfast Plastic Soldier by Gary L. Blackwood for 
classmates and family. A contemporary adaptation of 
Hans Christian Anderson’s The Steadfast Tin Soldier, it 
tells the story of an odd assortment of action figures 
that are at loose ends now that their owner has 
discovered video games. The play also deals with issues 
such as fitting in, identity, and survival in a clever and 
funny way.

Director:  Kieran Sala  |  Musical Director:  David Hirsch

THE STEADFAST PLASTIC SOLDIER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON &
S P O T L I G H T  A W A R D S

Teaching Artists and Volunteers make Tools For 
Tomorrow possible! We celebrated the contributions 
of our amazing teachers and enthusiastic volunteers 
at an Appreciation Luncheon on May 31, 2024, at 
Mission Hills Country Club. TFT volunteers go above 
and beyond including assembling art kits, helping at 
the Gala, putting together notecards, assisting in the 
classroom, and so much more. Our teaching artists 
are dedicated to enriching children’s lives through the 
arts. It is a tremendous group. We also recognized our 
outstanding Teacher of Year and Volunteer of the Year.

To learn more about volunteering:
Contact Emily Culhan, Program Director at 760.601.3954 �or emily@toolsfortomorrow.org

Theatre Troupe Performance by the students at
Harry S. Truman Elementary School in La Quinta, CA

visit us online at  www.toolsfortomorrow.org     3
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2024 Vision for the Future Award Gala

Honoring  Joe Giarrusso

Dinner show directed by joyce bulifant

Performances by Francesca Amari   Gilmore Rizzo

Billy makuta   tools for tomorrow students

Emceed by Patrick Evans
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For more information:    For more information:    

echeley@toolsfortomorecheley@toolsfortomorrow.orgrow.org

760.601.3954760.601.3954

www.toolsfortomorrow.orgwww.toolsfortomorrow.org

Agua Caliente Resort Casino - Rancho MirageAgua Caliente Resort Casino - Rancho Mirage Doors open at 4:30pmDoors open at 4:30pm

SILENT AUCTIONSILENT AUCTION LIVE MUSICLIVE MUSIC DINNER SHOWDINNER SHOW

Monday, February 24, 2025Monday, February 24, 2025

TICKETS, SPONSORSHIPS, AND TRIBUTE ADS AVAILABLE NOW!TICKETS, SPONSORSHIPS, AND TRIBUTE ADS AVAILABLE NOW!

To Reach, Teach and Inspire Children through the ARTSTo Reach, Teach and Inspire Children through the ARTS

Featuring Guest Performers &
Tools For Tomorrow Students

Directed by Joyce Bulifant

DINNER SHOWDINNER SHOW

 Singing

      in the Rain
w i t hw i t h  T O O L S  F O R  T O M O R R O W T O O L S  F O R  T O M O R R O W

honoringhonoring

PATRICK EVANSPATRICK EVANS

Master of

Ceremonies 

Karen DevineKaren Devine
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CHRISTMAS IN JULYCHRISTMAS IN JULY AT THE ROOST LOUNGE, CATHEDRAL CITY
The Roost Foundation Raises $32,000 for TFT Programs this Year

Christmas in July at The Roost 
Lounge raised funds to support 
Creative Clubs and a Theatre Troupe 
in Cathedral City for a full year! 
Guests in festive gear started the 
day with a soul food brunch catered 
by Lulu’s and featuring the fabulous 
Keisha D and her big band. 
Jeff McDonald, Roost co-owner, 

and Robin Nugent, TFT board president, auctioned 
off a cocktail party at Karen and Tony Barone’s home/
studio, tickets for Dezart Performs and Revolution 
Stage, gift certificates to Willie’s and Foxy’s, an Ethylina 
Canne Tupperware party, and much more. The dinner 
show, catered by Trilusa Ristorante with cheesecake 
from Capezzi’s, featured renowned Barbra Streisand 
impersonator Rebecca Clark. Holiday wreaths were 
auctioned off including a CV Repertory Theatre wreath 
with tickets for their entire season! 
Thank you, Nancy Nevil, VISIONARIES founding 
member, who connected TFT and The Roost five years 
ago, leading to over $170,000 in support! Many thanks 
also to The Roost’s customers, staff, and volunteers.

Suzanne Fromkin
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Retired lawyer Doug Martin is known 
for his dedication to the needs of 
his clients and colleagues, and his 
community involvement. 

He joined the TFT Board in 2009. For 14 
years, Doug shared his time, talent and 
expertise making a difference in the 
lives of the children and their families 
in the Coachella Valley. 

Thank you, Doug!

VISIONARIES MEMBERSHIP 2024-2025
Have you joined the VISIONARIES or 
renewed your membership? If not, 
now is the moment! You wouldn’t 
want to miss the wonderful events 
planned for this coming season.

Two membership levels are available: 

  Picasso:  $250 pp/Couples $500 
     (Includes invitation to a private  

                                                           membership party)

  General:  $150 pp/Couples $300

Thank you all for your generous 
support and advocacy. You are 
partners with Tools For Tomorrow in 
making a difference in our Valley: one 
child at a time. 

         Linda Rider & Claire Smith,  
      2024-2025 Membership Chairs

Linda Rider

Claire Smith
VISIONARIES Founder

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER

THANK YOU, DOUG MARTIN

Picasso Circle VISIONARIES Celebrate
TFT 25th Anniversary and Founder’s 
90th Birthday

New York native, Noella taught in 
Wisconsin and New York public 
elementary schools. She has 
volunteered with Habitat for 
Humanity and Read with Me. 

As a TFT Board Member and Program 
Liaison, Noella mentors our teaching 
artists. Noella graduated from 

Marquette University and has her 
Masters in Educational Administration and Supervision 
from Fordham University in NY. 

Noella says her “best, happiest days are in the classroom 
with the children.”

Noella Lansen

Doug Martin

Picasso Circle supporters gathered at the stunning 
BIGHORN Golf Club home of Barbara Rogers and 
Gary Geske to celebrate TFT’s 25th anniversary. 
Founder Rachel Druten’s 90th birthday was 
commemorated with cake, a celebratory speech 
by Joyce Bulifant, and a serenade by Picasso Circle 
member Michael Gennet. 
Guests enjoyed music by Idyllwild Arts Academy’s 
Jazz Ensemble and hors d’oeuvres by Lulu’s Catering 
and Events. Many thanks to VISIONARIES Membership 
Chair Terri Neuman, Picasso Party Chair Linda Rider, 
and the gracious homeowners.

Picasso Party
December 3, 2023

visit us online at  www.toolsfortomorrow.org     7
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EXPERIENCE AMAZING ART
Experience the finest in local culinary delights,
Napa Valley wines, top-shelf spirits, Margarita Island and
Live Entertainment throughout the park.

#1 Fine Art & Craft Event in the Nation
– Greg Lawler Art Fair Source Book 2021, 2022, 2023 & 2024

#1: Favorite Outdoor Art Festival
– Southwest Art Magazine Reader’s Choice Award 2023

INFO & TICKETS: LAQUINTAARTCELEBRATION.ORG • 760-628-7770

Premier SponsorFEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 2, 2025 
LA QUINTA CIVIC CENTER PARK

WELCOME EMILY CHELEY,
DEVELOPMENT / EVENTS COORDINATOR

EMILY CULHAN PRESENTS MUSIC-BASED UNIT 
AT CAEA CURRICULUM SLAM

Emily is a proud Coachella 
Valley native and has 
a long history of both 
paid and unpaid service 
in the desert nonprofit 
community, including 
over a decade of 
employment at Betty Ford 
Center, Past-President 

of CV Chapter of National Charity League, 
longtime troop leader, Gold Award 
Committee Chair and Regional Delegate 
at Girl Scouts of San Gorgonio Council, 
and Fundraising Committee member at 
Alzheimers Coachella Valley. She is also an 
alum of Leadership CV class of 2015 (best 
class ever). Emily holds an MBA in Human 
Resources and is currently enrolled in the 
UCR Extension Certificate in Nonprofit 
Management.

“I love working at TFT because I enjoy 
helping to inspire the next generation of 

artists and creatives.”

After attending the National Art Education 
Association Conference in Minneapolis, MN,  
Emily was invited to present  “The Planets” at 
the California State Conference. Inspired by 
Gustav Holst’s seven-movement orchestral 
suite, the lesson integrates the visual arts, 
music, and science in a multi-sensory arts 
experience. Students listen and respond to 
the music and learn about the solar system while creating an 
outer space background using oil pastels. They then draw a 
rocket ship incorporating pattern and color, cut it out, and glue 
their ship to their background. Being an astronaut is a top-five 
dream career for children 8-12 years old. Learning about space 
inspires ideas about adventure and mystery.
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TEACHER FEATURE TEACHER FEATURE - Jessica Macias, Visual Artist, Educator, Teaching Artist

Watercolor Landscape

Mateo, Grade 3

Alondra, Grade 5

Alexavier, Grade 4

Matt, Grade 3

Portrait by Arianna, Grade 4 | Poem by Clarisa, Grade 5

My real name is Clarisa.
Yesterday my name was calm.

Today my name is clumsy.
Tomorrow my name will be good.

Secretly I know my name is deep.
In my dreams my name is glossy.

I AM by Melody

I am a beautiful girl.
I wonder what it feels like to be an adult.

I hear rain outside.
I see the ocean waves. 

I want a house cat.
I am a beautiful girl.

I pretend to be in a show.
I feel like I’m vibing.

I touch my bed.
I worry about kidnappers.

I cry when I’m hurt.
I am a beautiful girl.

I understand that I can’t have everything.
I say monkey.

I dream to have infinite dollars.
I try to do my homework correct.

I hope to have a good life.
I am a beautiful girl.

Poem by Melody, Grade 4

Half Self-Portrait and Poetry

“I love bringing art to the students in the Valley. 
As a kid, I wanted more ways to learn about
and make art, so being a Teaching Artist is

amazing and very rewarding.”
– Jessica Macias

Arianna, Grade 5

Alanis, Grade 3

Mia, Grade 4

Allison, Grade 4

Contour Drawing

Jessica was born and raised in the 
Coachella Valley and has been 
involved in the arts since she was in 
high school. She is active in the local 
art community and has exhibited her 
work throughout the desert. Jessica 
has worked as an educator at the 
Children’s Discovery Museum of the 

Desert, the Palm Springs Art Museum, and is currently 
at the Agua Caliente Cultural Museum.
Jessica has been a Teaching Artist at TFT for almost 
two years. She has also mentored several new teachers, 
helping them develop lessons, learn classroom 
management, and gain confidence. 

visit us online at  www.toolsfortomorrow.org     9
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Learn More About 
Development 
Screenings

Variety Children’s Charity of the Desert is dedicated to 
promoting the health, mobility, independence and social 
inclusion of special needs and underserved children 
throughout the Coachella Valley.

If you know a child who may not be meeting development If you know a child who may not be meeting development 
milestones, Variety offers a free early childhood screening to 
help identify where that child might need support or 
resources. To take the assessment and learn more about 
Variety’s programs and services which help local youth, go to 

VarietyOfTheDesert.org.

BRIGHTFuture
All Children

Deserve a

IDYLLWILD ARTS ACADEMY
SUMMER THEATRE PROGRAM

Cooper Dunnington from Harry S. 
Truman Elementary in La Quinta was 
one of the lead actors in The Steadfast 
Plastic Soldier. He won a scholarship 
to attend the Idyllwild Arts Academy 
Summer Theatre Program. He had this 
to say about his experience:

“I had such an amazing time at The 
Idyllwild Arts Academy Summer Theatre 
Program. The staff is super nice and 
caring and I made so many new friends. 
There were kids from all over and they 
all did different things. I feel I learned so 
much. 

My favorite part was that we got to do a 
big production as our camp project. We 
did a play about pirates, and I got to be 

the pirate prince. My parents got to come see at the end 
and they liked it too. I also learned how to [do] improv, 
puppets, and project my voice all around. I can’t wait to 
use what I learned in the next thing I do. 

It was a life changing experience and I’m so grateful for 
the opportunity I was given. It was the best summer ever!”

CV WATERCOLOR SOCIETY PROVIDES 
PAPER, PAINT, PENCILS & BRUSHES

   Teaching Artist Sara Waters 
   led students in an abstract  
   art activity based on  
   Wassily Kandinsky.  
   Students listened to a  
   story about him, looked  
   at his works of art, and  
   created a painting in his  
   style. Students discussed 

how colors can reflect our feelings and elicit an 
emotional response to a work of art. They used their 
watercolor pan paints to add color to their abstract 
drawing thinking about how they felt and who they 
wanted the painting to be about. They learned how 
to mix colors and use their paints.  
Teaching Artist Piper Scott  
introduced students to  
watercolor pencils and their  
versatility by drawing and  
painting a bird. Students were  
so excited by the unique way to  
create art. They are so proud of  
their paintings!
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Funded by the Houston Family Foundation, our 
collaboration with the BGCCC has allowed TFT to serve 
students that are not able to participate at their schools. 
During the summer session, students explored a variety 
of materials and methods including sculpture with 
model magic, gel printmaking, writing comics, playing 
music with Boomwhackers, and learning about theatre. 
Our school year program continues to be an effective 
multi-arts class. Students look forward to class each 
week and even asked Sara Waters, TFT Teaching Artist to 
attend their Halloween event.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF CATHEDRAL CITY

   Dusty Wings 
   incoming 
   board president 
   Diane Backovich led 
   a standing ovation 
   and champagne 

toast to Jean Carrus for outstanding leadership during 
her presidency. Carrus then presented a check for 
$15,000 to TFT, funded by proceeds from Dusty Wings’ 
April Fashion Show Luncheon honoring Irma Smith, 
co-chaired by Gayle Hodges and Felicity Binkow.
In its 35 years as a nonprofit, Dusty Wings of the Desert’s 
fellowship of airline flight attendants has raised more 
than $1 million for local charities.

DUSTY WINGS OF THE DESERT AWARDS 
FUNDS TO TFT

WE ARE HONOREDWE ARE HONORED

VISION FOR THE FUTURE AWARD RECIPIENTS
Joe Giarrusso - 2024
Jeff McDonald & 
   Charles Thomas - 2023
Sandra C. Woodson - 2022 
Susan Stein - 2020 
Lucie Arnaz - 2019  

HONOREES
David W. Bryant
2023 - Picasso Party

Phyllis Eisenberg 
2020 - Vision Event Honorary Chair 
2013 - Fiddler on the Roof Sing Along 

Joyce Bulifant 
2017 - Up Close & Personal Book Signing, 
“My Four Hollywood Husbands”

Jennie Inch 
2016 - Musical Memories Dance Party

Linda Rider - 2018 
Barbara & Jerry Keller - 2017
Charlie Pasarell - 2016
Harold Matzner - 2015
Donna MacMillan - 2014
Janice Lyle, Ph.D. - 2013

Michael Childers - 2012
Carol Channing - 2011
Mary T. Roche - 2010
Steven Nash - 2009
Jackie Lee Houston - 2008
Lee Appel - 2007

Patty & Arthur Newman
2015 - Sunday in the Park

Rachel Druten 
2023 - 90th Birthday Celebration
2014 - Founder Tools For Tomorrow’s  
              15th Anniversary Celebration

Congratulations to:
Joyce Bulifant – BRAVO Children in Music, Steinway 
Society of Riverside County
Linda Rider – Champions for Children Lifetime Award, 
“Come Fly With Me, The Flight of Hope” Big Hearts for 
Little Hearts Desert Guild
Marge Dodge – County of Riverside 32nd Annual Senior 
Inspiration Awards
Andrea Hecht – 
Women of Wonder,  
Variety – the Children’s 
Charity of the Desert
Rachel Druten – 
Helene Galen Excellence in Education Award, Women 
Who Rule Awards Luncheon, Women Leaders Forum

visit us online at  www.toolsfortomorrow.org     11

Photo by Lani Garfield

BGCCC Community Outreach Award
Youth & Community Awards Pasta Dinner
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Any time you stop by the Tools For Tomorrow office 
you are sure to see art supplies everywhere! Each 
student in our Creative Club receives their own set 
of art supplies to use during our program and keep 
at the end so they can continue their creativity at 
home. Art kits include oil pastels, watercolor paints, 
crayons, markers, a sketch book, and more! 

We are constantly assembling art kits and could not 
do this without the wonderful dedication of our 
Board Members and Volunteers. For the fall session, 
308 art kits were created. This means that volunteers 
organized 4,928 markers as well as 3,696 oil pastels 
and watercolor pencils! THANK YOU to the TFT 
Board Members and Volunteers who help assemble 
art kits.

We have an amazing group of 12 Teaching Artists and 
2 Teaching Assistants for the fall session. All of our 
Teaching Artists and Assistants participated in at least 
one of the teacher training and orientation sessions 
that took place on August 13 and 20, 2024. We reviewed 
logistics and classroom management, went over new 
lessons, and experimented with new materials such as 
musical Boomwhackers and gel printmaking. Teaching 
Artists continue to meet in between sessions to share 
classroom experiences and collaborate on lesson plans.

BEHIND THE SCENESBEHIND THE SCENES

Teaching Artists - Training and Team Building

FREE Art Kits for TFT Students

Coachella Valley Community Trust Collaborative 
Meeting at the TFT Office

Desert Sands Unified School District 
ELOP Vendor Showcase

Bullying Prevention & Wellness 
Conference in Riverside, CA

Volunteers Assembling Art Kits in the TFT Office

Non-Profit Summer 
Spotlight Mixer

Tim Martin served as TFT President 
from 2015 to 2020, providing 
valuable insight from a community 
and educator perspective. Tim 
passed away on December 13, 
2023.

IN MEMORY OF LONG-TIME SUPPORTERS

JoAnn McGrath

Linda Thibault

JoAnn McGrath was a supporter 
of TFT for more than 25 years. As a 
TFT Affiliate, we always knew she 
would be there when we needed 
her most. JoAnn passed away on 
February 19, 2024.

Linda Thibault, an original Friends 
of TFT (2005) member served as 
corresponding secretary, historian, 
publicity chair and more. Linda 
passed away on April 10, 2023.

Tim Martin

Manny Rider (with Linda Rider)
Nov. 14, 1929 – Sep. 2, 2024

Donna Martin (with Doug Martin)
Mar. 5, 1941 – Sep. 3, 2024
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Boomwhackers promote fun and learning simultaneously with an engaging 
musical experience. Bright, lightweight, hollow, color-coded, plastic tubes, 
Boomwhackers are tuned to a musical pitch by length and are labeled 
with the musical note they produce. Boomwhackers can be used to teach 
melodies, chords, and rhythms.  They are also a natural energizer and 
stress reliever. Playing Boomwhackers is a group activity, encouraging 
collaboration and listening skills. Hitting the tubes requires precision and 
timing, helping children develop fine and gross motor skills.

THE JOY OF MUSIC WITH BOOMWHACKERS

This year, TFT introduced children’s literature books into our 
curriculum. The books are read in TFT’s Creative Clubs, the 
children create related art and music projects and then take the 
books home to share with siblings. 

Children’s books can engage a child, facilitating their wonder, 
curiosity and interests. Introducing children to books paired 
with music and hands-on art projects encourages them to 
become readers and storytellers, building skills, confidence and 
understanding for English Language Learners. 

Children’s books allow students to learn about important 
people, discover perseverance as they see themselves reflected 
in stories of overcoming adversity, feel empowered to express 
themselves and be inspired by the beautiful illustrations.

CHILDREN’S BOOKS SPARK CREATIVITY AND PROMOTE LITERACY
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Alderson Family Foundation
Anderson Children’s Foundation
The Auen Foundation
Bank of Southern California
BIGHORN Golf Club Charities
City of Palm Desert
City of Palm Springs

   City of Rancho Mirage
   CMA Foundation
   Coachella Valley Watercolor Society
   The Coeta & Donald Barker Foundation   
   Connie and Bob Lurie Foundation
   Desert Horizons Women’s Club
   Desert Sands Unified School District
   Dusty Wings 
   Grace Helen Spearman Charitable Foundation

Highland Street Foundation
Herbert and Loreen Jacobson Charitable Foundation
The Houston Family Foundation
Ironwood Country Club Artists
Jessup Auto Plaza
La Quinta Art Celebration
MSA Consulting, Inc.  
National Charity League Sustainers
Network for Good
Over the Top Gifts
Palm Springs International Piano Competition
The Rotary Club of Palm Springs Foundation

   Palm Springs Unified School District
   Ralphs Community Rewards/Kroger Co.
   The Roost Foundation
   SCOPE Events, LLC
   Shadow Mountain Golf Club

Sun City Shadow Hills Desert Life Club
Variety Children’s Charity of the Desert

GRANTS & GIFTS 2023-2024

SNIPS & SNAILS - We are grateful to the following:

Tools For Tomorrow gratefully acknowledges the following foundations 
and community organizations for their generous support:

Media Support:
Winston Gieseke, Nicky Loomis, Niki Kottmann, 
   Kent Black, Kate Franco, Denise Fleig - The Desert Sun
Jimmy Boegle - CV Independent
Pat Krause, Max Lieberman - Desert Star Weekly
Emily Chavous Foster, Olga Reyes, Franklin Jones, 
   Christina Carrera, Amber Juarez - Palm Springs Life 
Steve Tolin - Desert Charities Newsletter
Michael Westman - GED Magazine
Patrick Klein - Rancho Mirage Insider
Mark Talkington - Palm Springs Post
David Perry - Community Calendar
Patrick Evans, Sandie Newton, Jonathan Rodas, 
   Saul Romero, Allie Anthony - KESQ TV
David Reiss, Fred Roggin, Rosemary Zamarez  - KMIR TV
Joey English - Radio
Gene Nichols - Alpha Media
HEALING_WITH_HOLLY22 - Instagram/Social Media
Barbara Kerr, Joe Smith, Daisy Fromkin, Bill Chojnowski, 
   Lani Garfield - Photographers
Clark Dugger - Videography

1501 Uptown Gastropub
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla  
   Indians
Agua Caliente Resort Casino Spa
The Art of Having Fun - Beth  
   Anderson
Dr. Carolyn Izu Bergmann
BIGHORN Golf Club
Blue Tree Marketing
Castelli’s
Casuelas Cafe
Ken & Sharon Clay
Coachella Valley Firebirds
Coachella Valley Repertory 
Cork Tree California Cuisine
Beverly Cramer 

Eight4Nine Restaurant & Lounge
El Paseo Jewelers
Enzo’s Bistro & Bar
Charissa Farley
Joe Giarrusso
Mort Goldfein
Andrea Hecht
The Hideout
Kaiser Grill Palm Springs
Dr. Diane Kline
La Quinta Art Celebration
La Spiga Ristorante Italiano
The Living Desert Zoo & Gardens
LULU California Bistro
Marquis Los Cabos
Judy Mathes

The McCallum Theatre
MezzoMundo Trattoria
Mitch’s on El Paseo
Modern Hacienda Design
The Nest
Robin Nugent
Palm Springs Air Museum
Palm Springs Historical Society
Palm Springs International 
   Piano Competition
Palm Springs Windmill Tours
Piero’s Pizzavino
Polo Club - June Hill’s Table
Linda Rider
Ristorante Mamma Gina
Serres Ranch

Si Bon
Skin Plus MedSpa
Sneaker Mama Creations
Sotto Voce Cafe
Sweet Basil California Eatery
Thai Smile on El Paseo
TQLAS Agave Bar & Grill
Trattoria Tiramisu
Trio Restaurant & Bar
Wally’s Desert Turtle
The Waterfront Beach Resort
Wildest Restaurant + Bar
Willie’s Modern Fare

Thank you, all!

Celebrate Friendship Silent Auction Donors:
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Please forgive any inaccuracies or 
omissions. If you let us know they

will be corrected in the next newsletter.

Janet McNeil
Dawn & Chris Mills
Jim Miringhoff
Cheryl Morgan 
Susan Morin*
Susan Moss
Frances Muir
Susan Murphy
Margot Nelligan
Nancy Bleiweiss Nevil
Lisa Nichols
Mary Nielson
Debra O’Regan		
Susan Owen 
Yajaira Palafox
Joni & Bartlett Patton
Sandra Petersen*
Angela Peterson
Kristin Petrovich
Jan Salta*
Annette Schaffer*
Judy Schurr*
Walt Schwartz
Heather Shuemaker
Edward & Evelyn 
   Shukur*
Lynn Silverstein
Ann Simley
            Rosalyn Spiritus
            Kathy Steed
            Leah Stratton
            Bonnie & Fred 
               Stroock
            Gloria Synder 
            Sherry & David  
               Taylor 	
Patricia Thomson
Betty Thorness
Jean Viereck
Marlowe D. Viney		
Judith Wallis 
Gini Weiss
Becky Wilcox
Florence Wolff
Sandra Woodson
Barbara Wright
Carolyn & Jim 
   Zimmerman
Madeline & Len 
   Zuckerman

Celeste & John 
   Schleimer		
Linda Simmons*
Paula Sinclair
Claire Smith*
Julie Spira
Shari Stewart
Sally & Michael  
   Traidman
Joan & Sam Trust
George Tuttle
	 Robert Walker
                    Brenda  
                       Weinstock*
                    Joann Wellner
                    CJ Westrick-
                       Bomar*
                    Mary Whiting
                    Josh Zahid*
PARTNER - 
   up to $499
Robin Abrams		
Bill Amplo
Belinda Anderson
Cameron Anderson*
Marylou & Bruce  
   Bartley
Anna Benatar*		
Rene Bernard
Lindi Biggi*		
Sharon Black
Marty Blain
Sharyn Blaney
Elizabeth Brannon
Joyce Bulifant		
Suzon & Peter  
   Capparelli
Bonnie Carmell
Susie Carter		
Isabel Chapman
Sharon Childs
Bill Chojnowski & 
   Michelle Oddo 	
Carol Churchill-Higbie 	
Marlene Cox 		
Christine Cross
Carol Curie*
Joyce Dawson		
Miriam Eisenberg
Anne & Michael Erikson

SPONSOR - $500  
   to $999
Beth Anderson*
Christine Anderson 
Lynn Armstrong
Andria Asher
Margaret Barry*
David Bell 	
Marly Bergerud*
Alaina Bixon
Cardriner 
   Bowden*
Joann & Phillip 
   Carchman
Terri Childs*
David Cohan		
Bob Depaolo
Marge Dodge* 
Jacky Donnell
Jeffery Dvorak*		
Diane Dykema*
Carol & James Egan
Jack Fitzsimmons & 
   Walter Gendell*
Kay F. Hanson* 
Grace Heilig
Gayle Hodges
Loreen Jacobson*
Dennis Jory*
Dan Kirby
Madlynn Kirkland*
A. Joel Klein
Bertel Lewis*
Loretta Lustig*
Janice Lyle*
Loretta & Timothy  
   Martin*
Joan McLaughlin
Michele Miller*
Mary Lou Montagna*
Cheryl Pariser
Linda & Don Perry
Ralph Prizio
Jan Ray*
Barbara & James Reed
Carolyn Richard
Kara & Scott Robinson
Pia Rose*
Nancy Rosenthal

ADOPT - A - SCHOOL  
   ANGEL - $10,000 +
David W. Bryant*
Linda Rider* 
Bob Wernick &  
   Nan Shipp*
BENEFACTOR - 
   $5,000 to $9,999
Sharon & Ken Clay*
Judy Mathes*
Robin Nenninger  
   Nugent*
PATRON - $1,000  
   to $4,999
Karen Ackland*
Karen Alton 
Judith & John Antonio*
Jane Arthur*
Laurie Benjamin*
Carolyn Izu Bergmann  
   & Rainer Bergmann*
Barbara Bolman
Barbara Bryant
Stephanie Burke
Diane & Carl Cardinalli
Jean C. Carrus*
Geri & Walter Clark*
Sandra Comrie
Julie Coplon* 
   & Tom Bires
Beverly Cramer*
Sherry & Joseph 
   D’Antony
Rachel Druten*
Phyllis Eisenberg*
Louise Escoe*
Noella Lansen  
   & John Farrauto*

Joyce Fishman
Lori Ann Fletcher
Bill & Carolyn Forbes
Kelly & Theodore  
   Frankiewicz 
Barbara & Bernard 
   Fromm
Martha Gardner
Susan Gelman
Gina McGuire*
Renee Glickman
Mercedes Godfrey*
Myra Gordon
Kate Graham
Vicki Graves
Phyllis Greenbach*	
Ann Greer
Victory Grund* 
Mary Ann Guillory
Mary Lou Halla
Eva Hamilton
Kathleen Harmon
Andrea Hecht*
Fran Hern		
Sheila Herron 
Jennie Inch
Nadine Jackson
Diane Jordan	
Siri Kennedy
Diane Kline
Vicki 
   Kolstad
Barbara  
    Kerr &  
   Joe Smith		
Louise  
   LaNouette
Gary Levin
Reva Levy
Debbie Lipsett
Audrey Little
William Logan		
Heidi Maldoon
Janet Malek*	
Donna & Doug 
   Martin		
Patricia Martin
Joyce Mason
Renee Mayer*
John E. McGuirk

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS - YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

DONATIONS - July 2023 - October 2024

TRIBUTE GIFTS -  
IN HONOR OF:
Andrea Hecht 
   Kelly & Theodore  
      Frankiewicz
Barry Panter
   Brenda Weinstock 
Becky Benaroya
   Louise Escoe
Bob Wernick
   Vicki Graves

Chris Metz Gennet
   Joann & Phillip  
      Carchman
Daryl Timmons 
   Bryant
   Janet McNeil
Jane Arthur
   Lisa Nichols 
Linda Rider
   Sue Fromkin
  Judy Mathes

Louise Escoe
  Cora Ginsberg
Mrs. Howard Shore
   Louise Escoe
Jeanne Levitt
   Louise Escoe
Rachel Druten
   Joan & Sam Trust
   Joyce Mason
   Kathleen Harmon
   Marlowe D. Viney

IN MEMORY OF:
Barbara Rissman
   Louise Escoe
Bobby Sacks 
   Louise Escoe
Donna Martin
   Rachel Druten
   Robin Nenninger 
      Nugent
Karen Vejar
   Louise Escoe
Patrick S. Howard
  Pat Howard

Manny Rider
   Judith Antonio
   Rachel Druten 
   Louise Escoe
   Susan & Warren 
      Gelman
   Peggy Jacobs
   Robin Nenninger 
       Nugent
   Caroll Schumann
   Ron & Aviva Snow
   Madeline & Len 
      Zuckerman
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Barbara Fremont*
Suzanne & Michael  
   Fromkin*
Susan & Warren  
   Gelman*
Joe Giarrusso &  
   Charles Paglia*
Cora Ginsberg
Hugh Glenn
Diane Hancheroff*
Michael Hanel
Pat Howard*
Suz Hunt*
Peggy Jacobs
Sylvia Jacobs
Cynthia & Peter  
   Jamieson*		
Diane & Andrew 
   Jessup* 
Jerry Keller
Jim Lombardi
Felix Marquez
Lorri & Cameron  
   McCune
Christine Metz &  
   Michael Gennet*
James Neuman*
Terri Neuman*
Terri Parman
Peggy Porter &
   Dave White*
Willie Rhine
Diana Richards*
Mary T. Roche
Judith Sanders*
Irma & Robert Smith* 	
Aviva & Ron Snow 
Sue Solomon*
Karen Speros*
Roger Stoker
Jacqueline & Dean
   Stolber
Barbara & Clive
   Weightman*	
                           Teri Wilde

* VISIONARIES Members



TFT is excited to be working with  
students at the following schools:

Bermuda Dunes: 
James Monroe Elementary School 
Cathedral City: 
Agua Caliente Elementary School 
Cathedral City Elementary School  
Landau Elementary School 
Rio Vista Elementary School 
Sunny Sands Elementary School
Desert Hot Springs: 
Bella Vista Elementary School 
Bubbling Wells Elementary School 
Cabot Yerxa Elementary School 
Julius Corsini Elementary School 
Two Bunch Palms Elementary School
Indio: 
Herbert Hoover Elementary School 
James Madison Elementary School 
John F. Kennedy Elementary School
Martin Van Buren Elementary School 
Richard Oliphant Elementary School 
Theodore Roosevelt Elementary School
La Quinta: 
Harry S. Truman Elementary School
Palm Desert: 
George Washington Charter School 
Ronald Reagan Elementary School
Palm Springs: 
Cahuilla Elementary School 
Katherine Finchy Elementary School 
Vista del Monte Elementary School
Rancho Mirage: 
Rancho Mirage Elementary School
Thousand Palms:
Della S. Lindley Elementary School
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! TFT  KIDS NEED YOU !

SUSTAINABILITY IS CRITICAL
to maintain the program and qualify for grants

If you would like to help underwrite the costs of printing and mailing,  
and be acknowledged in our newsletter call 760.601.3954

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE
February 24, 2025
Singing in the Rain! 

honoring Patrick Evans 
February 27 - March 2, 2025

La Quinta Art Celebration

Tools For Tomorrow 
42600 Cook Street, Ste 202
Palm Desert, CA 92211

Tools For Tomorrow is a free, after-school arts literacy program 
integrating the Visual Arts, Creative Writing, Music Appreciation, 
and Theatre for children ages seven to eleven.

HOW WE OPERATE
Qualified Teaching Artists use a professionally designed curriculum to offer 
lessons in the visual arts, creative writing, music appreciation, and theatre. 

WHERE CLASSES ARE HELD
Classes are held once-a-week at the school site after regular school hours. 

FREE FOR CHILDREN
Classes are FREE! All supplies, musical equipment,
and snacks are provided by Tools For Tomorrow.

WHO WE SERVE
All Coachella Valley elementary schools are eligible. 
We currently have programs in Bermuda Dunes, 
Cathedral City, Desert Hot Springs, Indio, La Quinta, 
Palm Desert, Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, and Thousand Palms.

PROGRAM COST
$12,000 supports the full program in one school for one year.

TOOLS FOR TOMORROW
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